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H.B. 230: Refugee and Immigrant 

Student Policies Amendments
Sponsored by Representative Dan Johnson
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H.B. 230 Provisions

1. Newcomer Student and Foreign Exchange 

Student Transcript Repository

2. Newcomer Age Documentation & Recognition

3. Conditional Enrollment Extension Clarification
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Newcomer Transcript Repository

• Best practices for 

linguistic interpretation

• Interpretation of 

educational experiences

• Placement of newcomer 

students
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“The Legislature shall make laws for the 

establishment and maintenance of a 

system of public schools, which shall 

be open to all the children of the 

State and be free from sectarian 

control.” 
Article III of the Utah Constitution 
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Newcomer Transcript Repository

• Best practices for 

linguistic interpretation

• Interpretation of 

educational experiences

• Placement of newcomer 

students
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Age Documentation 

Discrepancies:

• Linguistic or calendar translation 

errors may occur

• Documentation may be lost in flight

• Birthdates/calendars have less 

cultural significance

• Birthdates do not mean “day of birth”

• Jan. 1st assigned birthdates

I-94 Arrival Record
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Impact of Age Recognition
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Remedial Procedure for No Documentation

53G-6-603-1 (Existing)

(1) Upon enrollment of a student for the first time in 

a particular school, that school shall notify in 

writing the person enrolling the student that 

within 30 days he must provide either a certified 

copy of the student's birth certificate, or other 

reliable proof of the student's identity and 

age, together with an affidavit explaining the 

inability to produce a copy of the birth certificate.
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Remedial Procedures for Incorrect Documentation

Paper Procedure:

1. An affidavit

2. Supporting 

documentation

Supporting documentation 

may include:

• A religious, hospital, or physician 

certificate

• A family religious text

• An adoption record

• A school record

• An immunization record

• Social services documentation

• Legal documentation
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Remedial Procedures for Incorrect Documentation

Review Team 

Procedure: work with 

the enroller to 

determine the student's 

biological age for LEA 

use

The Review Team may 

include:

• A district administrator

• A teacher/teachers

• The Principal

• A Counselor

• A school social worker

• A school psychologist

• A community representative

• A school nurse

• An interpreter

• An Ed Equity Administrator
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Updated Child Protection Policies

• Team member must complete child sexual 

abuse prevention instruction

• Suspected child abuse and neglect mandatory 

reporting

• Physical or sexual abuse by an educator 

mandatory reporting

• Child trafficking reporting



12

Rescue.org

Conditional Enrollment

53G-9-308-1

Conditional Enrollment allows a student for whom a school 

has not received a complete immunization record to attend 

the school for 21 calendar days (or 30 days for students of 

military families) after providing notice to the student’s family.

R396-100-7 

“...To be conditionally enrolled, a student must have 

received at least one dose of each required vaccine and be 

on schedule for subsequent immunizations...”
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Mandatory Medical Examination Overseas
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Refugee Enhanced Vaccinations/Screenings
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2021

Vaccines administered: 

Hepatitis B (HepB); Haemophilus influenzae type B (Hib); pneumococcal 

conjugate vaccine (PCV); diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis (DTP); oral polio 

vaccine (OPV); inactivated polio vaccine (IPV); tetanus, diphtheria (Td); 

meningococcal conjugate vaccine with protection against serogroups A, C, 

W, and Y (MenACWY); measles, mumps, and rubella (MMR)

Diseases Screened: 

Gonorrhea, leprosy, syphilis, tuberculosis, cholera, diphtheria, measles, 

plague, smallpox, yellow fever, viral hemorrhagic fevers, severe acute 

respiratory syndromes, pandemic flu, polio, and other public health 

emergencies of international concern
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Waivers for Vaccinations
Immigration and Nationality Act, Section 212

1. “Not Medically 

appropriate” – Panel 

Physician

2. “Contrary to the alien's 

religious beliefs or moral 

convictions” – U.S. Attorney 

General
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Medical Inadmissibility

Any alien-

(i) who is determined (in 

accordance with regulations 

prescribed by the Secretary 

of Health and Human 

Services) to have a 

communicable disease of 

public health 

significance;

Immigration and Nationality Act, Section 212(a)(1)(A)
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Domestic Health Screenings 

• 30-90 days following 

arrival

• Physical Exams

• Tests & Screenings

• Complete Vaccinations

• School Enrollment 

• Green Card 

Requirements

• Connect to long-term care
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53G-9-308 Amendments

Goal: Clarity for teachers, administrators, and social service providers

Amendments:

• Line 201: Standard 30-day timeline->Same timeline as optimal domestic 

health screening and Utah’s military students

• Lines 205-206: Notice in preferred language->Enable compliance

• Lines 237-238: Clarify that refugees are eligible for extended conditional 

enrollment timelines, under the phrase “extenuating circumstance,” with 

administrator or principal’s discretion

• Lines 227-237: Allows administrators or principals to consult with social 

services providers-> Appropriate individuals to determine likelihood of 

compliance
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Challenges Overcome for Vaccinations
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53G-9-308 Amendments
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health screening and Utah’s military students
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services providers-> Appropriate individuals to determine likelihood of 
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Questions?

Contact: 

Natalie El-Deiry

Executive Director

Natalie.El-Deiry@Rescue.Org

Olivia Whiteley

Western States Advocacy Officer

Olivia.Whiteley@Rescue.Org

Connect with the IRC:

• Facebook: 

facebook.com/IRCSaltLakeCity

• Instagram: @ircsaltlakecity

• Email: 

SaltLakeCity@Rescue.org


